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He must not know impudence except in name only. If these remarks
be just3 this action of the AH Brothers is wholly unjustifiable, and may
well be reckoned as a piece of impudence, pardon me for using this word.
I think it would have been far better, far more prudent and worthy
of leaders like the Ali Brothers to have remained tongue-tied, as it were;
in the court instead of helping it in any way or behaving with the au-
thorities impetuously.
I know this last remark may cause unpleasantness to you. If so, I
solicit your pardon, but I could not help making this remark. I know
you would justify the Brothers' action anyhow, but how, I know not.
The letter is frank but well meant. Many friends have put
the same questions to me, and I have endeavoured to satisfy
them to the hest of my ability. But the foregoing letter requires
public treatment. If there is inconsistency, it is due to the All-
India Congress Committee which has permitted statements. One
may question the soundness of the Committee's decision, but one
may not charge the Brothers with inconsistency.
The All-India Congress Committee based its decision upon
my advice. I owe it perhaps to the public to give my reasons.
The statement enables the accused to declare his own position,
and if it is made before the court, it is permanently on record.
Moreover I have faith in India's ability to win swaraj during the
year. I expect tens of thousands to be in jail before swaraj is
established. I expect the swaraj parliament to discharge all non-
co-operation prisoners who have not been proved guilty of moral
crimes. The statements will be a valuable aid to the judges
under swaraj. Again I am most anxious, that criminals do not
take advantage of non-co-operation and making no statement
leave the public to infer their innocence. A statement to satisfy
this test must always be brief, to the point and not at all argu-
mentative.
Maulana Mahomed All's statement does not fall under that
category. He entered into a long and elaborate dissertation of
the law of Islam. He evidently "used" the court not for defence
but for advertising the cause. People have read his statement
before the court with avidity. If he had written it as an essay, it
would have fallen flat. I am therefore prepared neither to con-
demn nor defend the statement.
It could certainly have been much briefer. But it has become
impossible for Maulana Mahomed Ali to be brief. I have known
him to take an hour over his speech under a promise of being
brief!